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relative Monteoru chronology shows that the older ceramic vessel probably belongs 
to the phases Ia/IIa42 (fig. 13), but the younger vessels belong to a later phase of the 
Monteoru culture43 (fig. 14). Three recent radiocarbon data have confirmed that the 
barrow 41 was built considerably later than the earlier graves in barrow 42 and was 
also finished later than the earlier graves in the same tumulus44. It had lasted nearly 
two centuries.

The barrow 40 was approximately as large as barrow 42, it had a visible 
diameter of about 7 m and was about 0.5 m in height (fig. 15–16). The mound was 
built with a stone ring, partly sunken in the layer of clayey soil and under the layer 
of humus, preserved in the centre, and with successive layers of boulders. A central 
pit crosses the boulder cover and sinks into the antique layer. At its bottom, in the 
earth that filled it, were found three cups, placed upside down. One of them has 

42 Dunăreanu‑Vulpe 1938, p. 157, fig. 5/4.
43 Zaharia 1963, p. 147, fig. 5/1.
44 ETH‑153072‑153074.

Fig. 13. Bârseşti – Dumbravă. The handle cup from the grave 4 (2017) of barrow 41.

Fig. 14. Bârseşti – Dumbravă. The kantharos from barrow 41 (2016), before restoration.
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analogies in the necropolis of Pietroasa Mică45 (fig. 17). In the stone layers covering 
the central earth mound a bronze socketed axe was discovered. The elevation of the 
mound involved careful constructive planning, deduced from the arrangement of the 
larger stones, with a circumference of over 0.8 m, which were deposited following 
two circular paths. Probably the barrow was not built for a central grave, which was 
later robbed and later the vessels were offered in an expiation rite.

The barrow 39, found nearby, was built only for secondary pits containing 
vessels without cremation remains or sets of adornments (fig. 18–19). The ceramics 
resemble the vessels at Pietroasa Mică necropolis46 (fig. 20). The symbolic inclusion 
of the inventory of the deceased person was the rule in both tumuli 39 and 40 on 
Dumbravă plateau at Bârsești. The discovery of the barrows 39 and 40 near the earlier 
tumuli 41 and 42 has proved that the Monteoru IIb phase developed from the earlier 
Monteoru culture, as also shown by the Pietroasa Mică necropolis.

45 Oancea 1981, p. 155, fig. 13/5.
46 Oancea 1981, p. 155, fig. 13/3. 

Fig. 15. Bârseşti – Dumbravă. The plan of barrow 40 with the big stones with circumference 
of more than 1 m.
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Fig. 17. Bârseşti – Dumbravă. The cup from the bottom of the central pit from 
barrow 40.

Fig. 18. Bârseşti – Dumbravă. The plan of barrow 39 with the big stones with circumference of 
more than 1 m.
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Concluding the preliminary presentation of Bronze Age discoveries at Bârsești, 
the research area of barrow 19 and of the mound group (nos. 39–42) was used for 
funerary purposes over a long period. The first cremation graves were cut in the phase 
Monteoru Ic2 (barrows 19 and 42), and in the phase Ia/IIa (barrow 41); the mound 
41 was built and continued to be used for cremation graves or ritual depots during 
the phases Monteoru Ia/IIa–IIb, while the mound 42 was also used for more than two 
centuries. The mounds 39 and 40 were built in the late Monteoru phase (Monteoru IIb) 
for the symbolically‑included inventory of the deceased persons; this phase represents 
a later Monteoru development in the Vrancea region. The barrows proved to be round 
structures built with large stones at the periphery, but mound 41 incorporated several 
small round tumuli.

Acknowledgements: We thank Dr Robin P. Symonds for the proofreading of 
our text and Dr Anca-Diana Popescu for discussions.
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REZUMAT
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de tip Monteoru. Ȋn cursul noilor săpături arheologice, din anii 2016–2017, pe platoul Dumbravă, de 
lângă satul Bârsești, a fost cercetat un grup de patru tumuli din epoca bronzului (nr. 39–42), aparținând 
culturii Monteoru. Având în vedere structurile tumulilor cercetați recent, este foarte probabil ca tumulul 
19 să fi fost, de asemenea, înălțat în perioada mijlocie a epocii bronzului. Cele două morminte din faza 
Ic2 a culturii Monteoru se datează în primul sfert al celui de‑al doilea mileniu a.Chr. Persoanele adulte 
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